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!” Temptation did not 


children! 
surprise him; he knew what it was 
to be human. At the same time he 
knew what human weaknesses 
there were in others too. No brood- 
ing over them and embittering 
oneself because we are not living 
in paradise! No trying to thought- 
force people into doing and think- 
ing as we would wish them to. 
Take people as they are. Take 
yourself as you are. Let no temp- 
tation surprise or disturb you. And 
don’t let the faults of others embit- 
ter you by brooding over them. 
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NEWS-LET TER 


outh Convention Huge Success 


IVE HUNDRED AND FIFTY young people from all over the country 
ook a good square look at prayer and penance and decided they 
ere all for it! Sounds a bit incredible, perhaps, but after spending 
‘everal days together looking into the urgency of Our Lady’s message 
t Lourdes, these young American tertiaries decided She was talking 
o them, not the next fellow. They promptly got down to the business 
f investigating the what and how of prayer, in teen-age language, 
elling one another what works for them and what doesn’t. Adult 
»bservers were impressed with their earnestness. 

That squared away, the young people set their chins and got honest 

bout penance. No theorizing here. There was no discussion of hair- 
hirts and the black fast. They looked into the immediate obligations 
f their daily lives, obligations to parents, employers, to their present 
ocation as students, their obligations of charity to one another, and 
‘ound plenty of opportunities for penance. They looked into and 
nmasked social pressures that are leading them to pamper them- 
elves and resolved to be more alert for the future. The frank ex- 
thanges that lend so much color to the youth conventions were in 
ibundance. 
} The practicalities of this year’s convention were handled with 
imusual efficiency and satisfaction. This was a quite universal com- 
nent. First of all, the young people took an initial suggestion and 
lisciplined themselves wonderfully in promptness at the various 
vents. The orderliness of the whole congress was remarkable. 
fathers Malachy and Gervaise of the St. Bonaventure staff, who han- 
led all arrangements and details for the physical requirements of 
he meeting, are to be commended. The food, both in quality and 
ibundance, was wonderful. The friendly atmosphere of the Fran- 
‘iscan university set there in the beautiful Alleghenys captured all 
roung hearts. Many of those who had attended the last convention 
it Notre Dame felt it could not compare in downright enjoyableness 
vith this year’s. 
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A notable point about this year’s convention is the attention that 
was given to the role of Sister and Brother moderator by the Father 
Directors both in their casual discussions and in formal meetings 
during the congress. The importance of the moderator was fully ree- 
ognized as was the need for aiding them and giving them a more 
defined status in the national set-up. Discussions have begun that 
will undoubtedly bear much visible fruit in months to come. The 
advisability of establishing a national organization among the mod. | 
erators themselves was explored but was temporarily set aside by. 
the moderators themselves in favor of doing some spade work in| 
regional organizations. 


Conventions are always a good thing, especially for youth. They | 


rekindle the fires and strengthen convictions. It is much easier to} 
carry on in the face of local discouragement when you know people: 
thousands of miles away are just as convinced as you. It gives that} 
sense of solidarity and “belonging to something great” that is often: 
lost in the home town. | 


On the other hand the question is worth serious consideration j 
whether the youth conventions are not perhaps held too frequently. 
Whatever might be the view on this, the Convention went on record: 
in favor of another convocation next year and you can be sure each 


delegate at this present one has begun to save his dimes already! © 
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APPLYING CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
OCTOBER, 1958 VOL. XXXVII_ Numser 10 


Laue Life / 


RANCISCAN FRIARS across the world gather in the friary sanctuaries on 
he evening of October 3 to commemorate the age-old ceremony of the 
‘Transitus” or the “Passing” of St. Francis. “Poor and humble, St. Francis 
enters Heaven laden with riches,” the friars chant in the language of the 
Church. It is a stark contrast to think of St. Francis bedecked with gold 
and riches (as Giotto actually pictures him in his allegory on the glorifica- 
tion of St. Francis in the Basilica of San Francesco in Assisi) for such a 
picture is so different from the poor and humble little fellow whom men 
knew as “I] Poverello.” 

He was joyous, yet he welcomed Brother Death. 

No man loved life and God’s creatures as he did, yet he welcomed 
Brother Death! 

No man was so full of Christian optimism and vowed that the only 
reason for pessimism is not physical death, but the death that kills the 
soul—mortal sin. “Woe to those who in mortal sins will die; blessed those 
whom he will find in your most holy graces, for the second death will do 
no harm to them.” 

Addressing the cloistered nuns of the world, Our Holy Father recently 
put great stress on this Christian optimism for day-to-day living. It is not 
just the result of having a good liver, or high potency vitamins, or the 
right kind of exercise. Living the spiritual life, the Holy Father says, is 
bound to create tensions, not easily done away with by barbituates and 
tranquilizers. “Generous devotion,” he said, “does not exclude a constant 
tension and strain, a continuous struggle with painfully borne obligations 
which one would reject if one could.” Such a struggle (which St. Paul 
refers to as a “daily dying” to self that we may live with Christ) may end 
in collapse. One can prevent such a collapse, says the Holy Father, 
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through “a constant, untiringly reiterated and joyful acceptance of dail 
life.” “This is the indestructible optimism, not at all exalted but tranquil 
and firm, of Our Lord, who said, ‘1 am not alone, because the Father is) 
with Me.” 

St. Francis struggled through that daily dying; he balanced the strugg 
with the indestructible optimism which was a “constant, untiringly re 
erated and joyful acceptance of daily life.” If there is a daily dying, there 
must be a daily antidote of Christian optimism. 

How different this from the world’s mood today. t 

There is today a complete moral collapse and a mood of despair in i. 
face of the death that will deprive man of the technological nest he has} 
built for himself on earth. Recent items in the news bear this out. | 

In England it was debated recently whether one should choose death} 
or slavery in the face of attack and capture by the “enemy.” And the) 
answer, in this A-Bomb age was that death was preferable to slavery. A 
mood is indicated that would have seemed abhorrent a generation ago. We» 
had difficulty understanding the Japanese penchant for suicide in the face 
of the enemy, and the Nazis cyanide pills in the face of capture. This is: 
the fruit of a pagan mentality. Now the mood is to accept such a means: 
as a way out. Life is always preferable to death. This is the Christian > 


attitude—even in the face of slavery! 


The radio and TV have been hammering at us with machine-gun per-. 
sistency, spouting statistics (a) that we are loosing the “Rubble War”! 
around the world and there is apparently little chance of altering the: 
situation except a moral miracle of about-face courage and foresight; (b) | 
that we are loosing the scientific race to control the atmosphere and 
weather, the deadliest weapon that man could possibly control: (c) that 
we are sluggards scientifically and economically in the missile race and the: 
enemy ICBMs will surely obliterate us all down to our children’s children. | 

In the face of all this, England asked whether it should commit suicide: 
or be taken into slavery. A rumor was circulated in America that seemed: 
ridiculous: the Pentagon was seeking means of surrendering in case of such’ 
an attack. Though none of this may be fact, still it reflects a mood for it 
stirred up the people. Everyone seemed to have it at the back of their: 
consciousness. 

And while the world is staring death in the face and wondering how to: 
take it—-sitting down or standing up—the Franciscan world has its mind: 
made up perfectly. St. Francis is pictured with a skull at his feet: he over-: 
came death: the daily dying and the second death that could not take him.) 
but must needs admit him to Eternal Life! We commemorate, not the 
death of St. Francis, but his *Transitus’—his “Passing” from the life he 
loved on earth to infinitely more lovely life of God’s home in Heaven! 
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especially of youth.” 


enunciates clearly 


UL HAT UNDERSTANDING and attitude 
hould a tertiary have towards enter- 
ainment as an integral part of his 
ife, that is, one of God’s creations to 
ye used joyfully and well in his serv- 
ce and, especially as a field of utmost 
mportance in modern day tertiary 
ipostolate 2 

St. Francis’ faithful conformity to 
Be life of Christ and to the Gospel 
eachings made him a glad sharer 
of normal human activity, while his 
oving imitation of Our Lord’s zeal 
srompted him to use the pleasures 
of this world so that men might come 
o know and love good because of 
iis example. It is this example that 
s stressed in the second chapter of 


he Tertiary Rule. 


RONDO 
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Sacred Heart University of Milan, of which the Very 
ev. Augustino Gemelli O.F.M., Ph.D.., 
ounder and rector, recently launched a course on 
{Public Spectacles in Society Today.” 
wrote to the University, praising the course and warning 
he faithful that some types of entertainment were 
“present progressive deg- 
adation of the person and of human life, for the audacious 
ttempts at the sanctity of holy matrimony, and for the 
§timulation of man’s baser instincts.” 


M.D. Litt. is both 


Pope Pius XII 


The Holy Father 


; “strong ranks of critics who, 
yielding in no way, courageously denounce the absence 

f human and Christian qualities from public spectacles 
und who resist in all ways, even publicly, attitudes, 
&vents and pictures which offer an incentive to corruption, 


Vhe following was delivered at the First Western Canadian 
ranciscan Third Order Congress last October. It 


he Place of Entertainment 
in a Tertiary’s Lite 


by Godfrey McSweeney O.F.M. 


Actual Condition of 
Entertainment in the World 
Better living conditions, increased 
leisure time and greater financial in- 
dependence are the media in which 
entertainment has progressed from 
the occasional treat to full acceptance 
as an integral part of daily life in 
the minds of ordinary folk with the 
emphasis on both “integral” and 
“daily.” While technical progress, 
mass production and increased facility 
of distribution were putting a wide 
range of constant entertainment at the 
finger tips of everyone, commercialism 
geared itself to take full advantage 
of this vast audience-market. The 
result is that the kind of entertain- 
ment which indiscriminately reaches 
(Continued on page 354) 
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Gasclica of the Auuuuctatiou, Nazareth 


Last year the tertiaries under the O.F.M. obedience were asked to contribute 
to the building of the new Basilica of the Annunciation at Nazareth. The Very 
Rev. Paschal Kinsel O.F.M., Commissary of the Holy Land, Washington, D. C., 
acknowledged the receipt of the donation in the following letter: 


“Your recent communication with the enclosed check for the amount 
of $5,259.40, which represents contributions for the new Basilica of the 
Annunciation in Nazareth from the Franciscan Tertiaries (O.F.M.) in 
the U. S., was gratefully received. 


“You can be sure that this generous gift has been received with thank- 
ful hearts, and that the Religious Authorities in Jerusalem will be im- 
mediately informed of this unusually large gift. I know it will bring 
much happiness to them. 


“All the excavations on the ancient terrain have been carefully studied 
and recorded. The first plan has been revised and verbally approved by 
the Holy See. Shortly we expect a formal approval. The Most Reverend 
Superior of the Holy Land has recently been in Rome to make the final 
arrangements for the beginning of the new building, which will be a 
monumental work, one in which the Holy Father is personally interested. 

“Our fund is steadily increasing so that when the work actually be- 
gins, we hope it can proceed without delay. It will also give the Arab 
people of the Nazareth area a very useful occupation, which they sorely 
need in these very difficult times. 

“Assuring all the generous contributors of a share in the many Masses 
and prayers said by the Franciscans in the Holy Land for the benefac- 
tors, and with blessings and best wishes, I remain, 


Gratefully and fraternally yours in St. Francis. 
(signed) V. Rev. PaAscHAaL KinsEL, OFM 


Commissary of the Holy Land” ¢ 


Highlights of Youth Convention 


a. Father Brian, President of St. Bonaventure University, and James Barry, Jr., 
consultor on National Board.—b. Father Mathias Manly, O.F.M. and some of 
the Buffalo delegation.—c. Opening Day Field Mass celebrated by Very Rev. 
Celsus Wheeler, Provincial of Holy Name Province.—d. Rev. Celsus Wheeler, 
O.F.M. addressing Delegates.—e. Rev. Jeffrey O'Keefe, O.F.M. Conv. and dele- 
gates.—f. Pittsburgh panel on Modesty with Father Angelus, O.F.M. Cap., 
Commissary. 
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ha 6 ca Ot Cette 
by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


Vr. Art Scheberle hails 
originally from a farm in 
Wisconsin. In 1928 he 
was graduated from Notre 
Dame University with a 
BS degree. For the past 
ten years he has been em- 
ployed as a Design Engi- 
neer for Detroit Edison 
Company. He joined the 
Third Order (St. Eliza- 
beth’s fraternity) Detroit 
in 1948. For several years 
he worked with Leo Leddy 
promoting the Hour of St. 
Francis. In 1954 the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the 
Third Order appointed 
him official representative for the Catholic Information Apostolate. 


Q. Mr. Scheberle, what is the C.1.A.: How did it get its name? 

A. C.I.A. stands for Catholic Infermation Apostolate. It is a 
society organized within the framework of the Third Order 
that aims to spread the Catholic faith by zealously dispensing 
specially prepared pamphlets. There is nothing special about 
the origin of the name. I always was interested in the Cath- 
olic Information Centers. I studied them in Grand Rapids, 
Milwaukee and New York with the intention of founding one in 
Detroit. When I discovered that I did not have sufficient 
funds to finance such a project, I decided to be my own center 
and call it Catholic Information Apostolate. The project is 
organized along the lines of the Catholic Information Society 
operated by Fr. Bonaventure Fitzgerald O.F.M. Cap. in New 
York. In fact, we made special arrangements with the CIS to 
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supply the pamphlets we need. At first I was a fledgling, not 
quite sure of how far I could go. I was quite sure that this 
project was a natural corollary to the Third Order rule so I 
decided to work through my own St. Elizabeth fraternity. I 
always entertained the hope that the movement would become 
nationwide. 


Q). What inspired you to promote CIA? Did your membership in the 
Third Order have an influence on your interest? 

A. As near as I can pinpoint the matter, my interest in CIS 
stemmed from my burning desire for peace in the world. I 
was convinced and am convinced to this day that there can be 
no lasting peace unless nations come back to God. The nation 
that I was interested in, of course, was the U.S. This change 
in attitude toward God and God’s law must be worked on the 
level of the common man. That is what we are attempting to 
do—to get down to the level cf the common man and give him 
opportunity to see the truth more clearly. 

Ever since | joined the Third Order I had been searching 
for a way to express myself in the field of love of neighbor. 
As far as I can see that is one of the essential elements in the 
Third Order way of life. I realize that the Third Order 
develops a solid spiritual life in the members. That is the neces- 
sary firm foundation upon which to build the active apostolate. 
The rule itself makes provision for the active life. ‘Let them 
promote good works.” I hoped I was not presumptuous in 
thinking that the CIA was a good work. The Third Order 
proved to be a convenient and appropriate vehicle for this 
apostolate. Because the Third Order was there, a ready-made 
instrument, I had the incentive to go ahead. I had the able 
assistance of Third Order directors and the experienced help 
of some excellent tertiaries. 


How does the CIS operate? 
It is very simple. Members of C.I.A. plant specially prepared 
pamphlets in public places, in phone booths, street cards, doc- 
tors’ offices, elevators, train depots—anywhere where someone 
is likely to pick them up. 

The pamphlets we distribute are attractive; the titles arouse 
curiosity and the covers generate interest. The contents are 
short, to the point and thought provoking. The back cover is a 
self-addressed, stamped postcard which can be detached and 
mailed to Fr. Bonaventure’s CIS in New York. The mailer is 
enrolled in a correspondence course on the Catholic Faith. 

If a fraternity wishes to adopt the project, we suggest that a 
representative be appointed whose task will be to purchase and 
distribute the pamphlets to the members working the project. 
A good way to set it up is to get the names of those who agree 
to distribute a certain number of pamphlets. From this regis- 
tration the representative will get a good idea how many 
pamphlets to keep in stock. 


to 
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The members themselves pay for the pamphlets. They cost 
5¢ and they are expected to plant at least two each week. The 
total cost per month for each tertiary is forty or fifty cents. 
The C.I.A. will make a profit of 214¢ on each pamphlet. This 
goes into the C.I.A. funds for expansion projects such as pur- 
chasing a rack for some public place or donating pamphlets to 
other organizations who want to help in the project but have 
no funds. 

This same method can be used in other parish societies. Our 
own tertiaries have set up units in many parish, in the Holy 
Name Society, in the Altar and Rosary Society, St. Vincent de 
Paul and the Legion of Mary. 

Who may join?) How many members are there? 

Any member of the Third Order or any member of a parish 
society. It is not exclusively a tertiary project. The Third 
Order gives the impetus and direction. 

We can only approximate the membership. From St. Eliz- 

abeth’s fraternity we have 212 members which is about 25% 
of the total membership. Almost every month new members 
sign up. Our director, Fr. Norbert Oldegeering, O.F.M., gives 
us a lot of encouragement by keeping the membership informed 
of our efforts and the worthiness of the cause. In America 171 
fraternities have registered to promote C.I.A. As a rough 
estimate we have about 2200 members engaged in C.I.A. 
activity. If each of these distribute 2 pamphlets per week, a 
little less than 230,000 pamphlets will be planted each week. 
What can Third Order fraternities do for C.I.A.: 
It is a matter of plain mathematics. There are about 1200 fra- 
ternities in the country. Let us say there are about 150,000 
members. Here is a potential of a million and a half pamphlets 
being distributed by the Third Order members alone if each 
became interested in the Catholic Information Apostolate. 
Fr. John T. McGinn, head of the Paulist League says: 
“10,000,000 Americans are ripe for conversion and now is the 
time for exceptionally favorable opportunity.” What a tre- 
mendous force the Third Order could be in this struggle for the 
minds and hearts of men. One thing each fraternity can do is 
join the movement and help expand its efforts. It seems to me 
that the Third Order member who is not interested in some 
phase of the apostolate is not aware of his full vocation. C.I.A. 
is one of the ways to implement the secondary purpose of the 
Third Order. 

We have just published a little brochure that explains the 
C.I.A. in detail. Sow the Seed with Francis is available for 
ten cents at my address 15307 Asbury Park, Detroit 27, 
Michigan. 

Is there any way of gauging the results of C.I.A. efforts? 

In the early years of C.I.S. in New York, Fr. Bonaventure’s 

efforts in the first twelve weeks brought requests from 711 
(Continued on page 352) 
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Up the Ladder 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


\e USE A LADDER to climb. It 
stands idle if you are afraid of high 
places. The Third Order might be 
compared to a ladder. It is doing you 
no real good unless you are using it 
to climb. St. Francis intended it as 
means to climb to God. 


Perfection is not a static thing. Its 
very nature demands progress. It is 
a moving force and you must be mov- 
ing with it. The primary purpose of 
the Third Order is your growth in 
perfection. So up the ladder we 
must go. 


You may be faint-hearted, climb a 
step, and look longingly down. Your 
fear of height will only leave you as 
you look up. It is much like the lad 
who was climbing the mast of a ship. 
Bravely he spurted up. Then he wa- 
vered, glanced down and almost let 
go his grip as he swayed dizzily un- 
certain of his next move. A shout 
from his father below: “Look up! 
Look up!” and he pulled himself to- 
gether as he followed the stern order. 
Up he went with renewed confidence. 


|. Growing Pains Are 
Necessary 


The World urges you to look down 
as you climb the ladder of perfection. 
You will never heed God’s call to 
look up, unless you practice self-denial 
daily and turn from the siren cry of 
the world. An important ingredient 
to spiritual progress is this daily self- 
denial. Even for the bare subsistence 
of grace and love of God a systematic 
self-discipline of some sort is neces- 
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sary. For growth and progress in 
your work of sanctification it is abso- 
lutely imperative, since detachment 
from the things of the world is an 
indispensable condition of advance- 
ment in the love of God. “Love not 
the things of the world. If any man 
love the world, the charity of the 
Father asaot im hime (bs Jnl) 15). 

Spiritual growth will be denied to 
you insofar as you belong to the world. 
You belong to the world when you 
allow the world to diminish and divide 
your love of God. In this way the 
world becomes a rival of God in your 
life. There is only room for God in 
your heart and affections to the extent 
that you force the world out. Hence 
you must progressively, and sometimes 
ruthlessly, rid yourself of the love of 
the world and creatures in order to 
make your capacity of loving God 
greater. This does not mean that 
creatures are not good. They are 
good. But every person has an un- 
canny habit of attaching himself to 
creatures and consuming his energy 
in a purely natural enjoyment of them. 
Hence if you are deliberately attached 
to a single thing that is not God, even 
a trifle, you cannot be attached to 
God. This puts the brakes on your 
progress in perfection and leads to a 
spindling spiritual life. In his book 
on the spiritual life St. Francis de 
Sales is much to the point about this. 
He says that since we are finite beings 
our capacity for love is limited; hence 
before our hearts can contain a greater 
love of God they must be further 
drained of attachments to creatures. 
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St. Francis of Assisi is recognized 
the world over as a lover of nature 
and creatures for God’s sake. He saw 
all the good that God has lavishly 
put into created things. But at the 
same time he realized that he could 
not become attached to any of them. 
He “despised” them for Christ’s sake 
—a fundamental lesson he learned 
from the Gospel. There he saw how 
Christ detached himself even from his 
own beloved mother, Mary. His love 
for her was not to stand in the way 
of his mission on earth. For Christ 
told his followers: ‘“‘Behold my mother 
and my brethren. For whoever does 
the will of God, he is my brother, 
sister, and mother” (Mk. 3, 35). 

For St. Francis of Assisi to know 
the Gospel meant to live it. With 
touching simplicity and heroic firm- 
ness he lived the Gospel. Every biog- 
rapher of St. Francis who depicts his 
life, every chronicler who has fixed 
character, if only in a few lines, em- 
phasizes his singular merit in leading 
the world back to the Gospel by 
means of his life and work. It is in 
the Gospel too where he wants you to 
see the need of detachment from the 
world to be able to attach yourself to 
Christ. 


The great spiritual writer Bishop 
Hedley drew the following picture of 
the real Franciscan tertiary: “A Fran- 
ciscan tertiary, filled with the spirit 
that is seen most perfectly in the great 
saints and contemplatives of the Or- 
der, seeks to sanctify himself and not 
other people; but as the solitude and 
obscurity of Nazareth have proved the 
great means of regenerating the hu- 
man race, so his unobtrusive and un- 
ostentatious self-discipline — or rather 
his humble imitation of Jesus Christ 

-go far to keep society sound, simple, 
and wholesome. Whenever I meet a 
real tertiary, I reverence him as one 


who, had he lived when Our Lord 
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was on earth, would have recognized, 


loved and followed him.” 


Therefore there must be a twofold — 


movement in your spiritual life: one 
toward God, one away from creatures. 
It might be wiser to refer to them as 
two phases of one movement of your 
soul to God. The one-movement 
toward God—is positive and is accom- 
plished by the development of grace, — 
charity, and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. The other—away from crea- 
tures—is negative, and is a purifica- 
tion, a process of detachment carried 
on by mortification and renunciation. 

It is important to understand the 
relative importance of the two and 
their interplay. The love of God, the 
positive factor, being the end, should 
be first in your intention, motivating, 
determining, and guiding your prog- 
ress. Yet since love of God can only 
come into a heart that is stripped bare 
of all selfish affection for creatures, 
then the work of purification is first 
in practice. 

Certainly there is no mechanical 
process here of definitely setting your 
course and going ahead. There will 
be in reality a tug-o-war between the 
positive and the negative. But as you 
think and deeply reflect on God’s 
goodness you will be able to quicken 
your spirit and make better and surer 
progress. Still there will be some 
things, if you are sincere, which you 
will hate to give up, and, therefore, 
which demand some ruthless up-root- 
ing. God can be counted on for the 
grace necessary to do the task. 

You can make a simple test of your 
spirit of self-discipline by checking 
yourself, for instance, on the use of 
television. Ask yourself in all earnest- 
ness whether you have become too 
ardent a spectator of it. Does television 
help or hinder you from attaining to 
your spiritual goal in life? If it is 
hindering you, it is time to take the 

(Continued on page 338) 
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A Living Example 


by Geraldine Liss Sell, Tertiary 


iE OUR TOWN there are only two 
Franciscan churches, and | was raised 
in one of them. The brown-robed 
Capuchins that staff them are much 
loved by the people in the neighbor- 
hoods and newcomers sometimes find 
it strange not to see the black garb 
of the diocesan priests. 

Our grade school was rather large 
and most of the classes had catechism 
either immediately before or after re- 
cess. Twice a week, though, the sis- 
ters would willingly retire to the last 
empty seat in each room while one of 
the five priests came in to instruct us. 
When I was in eighth grade, I set in 
the first seat in the first row (I had 
the same nun the year before and she 
knew me), so I got the job of answer- 
ing the door. 

That year on the second Tuesday of 
September we were all wondering 
which of the fathers would be our 
instructor. And as usual all the girls 
were wishing for a young good-look- 
ing one and all the boys thought we 
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were crazy. A few minutes after re- 
cess we heard a gentle knock on the 
door and I dutifully went to open it. 
There he was, short, old, with one of 
the longest white beards I’d seen. He 
entered slowly, observing each of us 
as we chorused, “Good morning, 
Father!” He began prayer and by the 
time it was over we were all friends. 

Instructions began, and I along with 
the rest sat fascinated. There seemed 
to be nothing which he didn’t know. 
As the year progressed we became 
more aware of the evidence that was 
supporting our original supposition. 
He taught us what was necessary, ex- 
plicitly, thoroughly, and when the year 
finished, there was no one of us that 
could ever plead ignorance as an ex- 
cuse to commit a sin. 

Within the first few weeks of the 
semester all of us had learned the 
importance of a regular confessor. 
The line was always longer than any 
other priest’s but it didn’t really mat- 
ter. We'd just wait. 

The summer between my freshman 
and sophomore years I ran into the 
first problem I couldn’t solve myself. 
I was confused and upset, and I went 
running to him. A few questions and 
a logical answer. That was all. And 
I was amazed. 

That was ten years ago. Since then 
in our parish, priests have come and 
gone and so have pastors, but he has 
stayed, getting no older, only wiser, 
and certainly holier. In this interim 
the kids I know have gone to him to 
see if they should enter convents, if 
they should marry, why they happen 
to be bad, or what to do about this 
or that particular problem. 

He celebrated his golden jubilee in 
the Order, I remember how he re- 
newed his vows. Only one thing came 
through, humility. During our long 
friendship I found that he’d been rec- 
tor of a seminary, and that he wrote 
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pamphlets and reviewed books, and 
was busy being the Devil’s Advocate 
for a beatification. One of my friends 
entered a convent then found that he 
was the Father Confessor. 


I sat in the first seat, first row. When 
I was teased about being Franciscan, 
I used to laugh to myself and know 
that if it hadn’t been for some Fran- 
ciscan guidance I probably wouldn’t 


have seen the inside of a university. 

When I began writing for this pub-— 
lication, I knew I had one critical — 
reader. It is because I know that he — 
will read this, and reading it, he will — 
know of whom I write, that I do- 


The best advice I ever got regard- 
ing my profession came from him, 
and I don’t think he’ll mind if I re- 
peat it. “The first year we are not, 
the second year we become, and the 
third year we are teachers.” 


When I became a tertiary I kept 
on hearing talks about being truly 
Franciscan. And as the directors 
would try to explain what that meant 
I always thought of one person be- 
cause he seemed to fit the description. 
As I read the various lives of St. Fran- 
cis, the similarities between Father 
and the Founder became more nu- 
merous. 


At a Jesuit university I sat in the- 
ology courses where I heard almost 
verbatim the things he had said when 


LADDER 
(Continued from page 336) 

knife and cut out the harmful or use- 
less programs. You may be quite sur- 
prised how you have become attached 
to so many programs that are making 
you more materialistic and frivolous 
in your outlook. Nothing is more fatal 
to your spiritual health. 
2. Value of Spiritual Growth 

Your growth in perfection is your 
best contribution to the world. One 
perfect Christian glorifies God more 
than thousands of imperfect ones. A 
single act of love on the part of a 
perfect soul is more pleasing to God 
than all the incomplete acts of love 
offered by those who are luke warm. 
That is why one day the devil com- 
plained to the tertiary, St. John Vi- 
anney: “If there were four more men 
like you in the world I, Satan, would 
be finished; and my evil forces in the 
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write it. 

This is the month of the feast of - 
St. Francis. This article is meant as 
a tribute to the man who has taught 
me most about him. He would never 
have had to say a word and he could 
have done it, merely by example. This 
article is mere pittance in comparison - 
to what I would like to say. But since 
I am no longer in our town, no longer 
in our parish, I choose these means to 
say, “Thank you, Father. I don't 
know what Id have done without 
you!” e 


world overcome.” 

Hence the world needs more per- 
fect Christians in homes, offices, fac- 
tories, theaters, and social halls. If 
you wish to contribute your best to 
God, the Church, your home, and 
country, you must begin with yourself 
and bring your soul in close contact 
with God. Your prime concern should 
be not merely to enlarge your sphere 
of Apostolic activity, but to deepen 
your interior life. 

Well over a hundred years ago the 
far mid-west of our country was a 
wild, desolated country. In the state 
of Iowa there existed not even a trail 
from one city to Des Moines a hun- 
dred miles away. When a_ person 
wished to make the trip to the capital 
city, he had to forge through rugged 
ground with much difficulty. One day 


HERALD AND FORUM 


farmer, who wanted to reach Des 
oines, set his plow in that direction. 
or weeks and months he urged his 
xen straight across the rough soil, 
e plow behind them. In this way 
e plowed a deep furrow through the 
ilderness. But once he had made 
e first opening, others began to fol- 
ow him. After a time his furrow be- 
ame a trail and then a broad high- 
ay along which, even today, travel- 
ers ride to the capital of the state. 
Indeed that farmer pioneered for the 
elfare of all. 

In a spiritual sense, we, too, have 
a “Man with a plow” who pioneered 
for others. He is Jesus Christ. It was 
he who saw how difficult it was for 
man to get through the wilderness of 
life and reach the city of Heaven. 
‘Hence he took the burden of man’s 
sins upon his own shoulders and with 
the plow of the cross cut a furrow, a 
road of life by which all might se- 
curely travel from their earthly city 
to the Eternal City. Yet this royal 
road to Heaven will never become a 
broad, easy road to travel. It will 
remain always a road for more per- 
fect souls, who have the courage of 
the pioneering spirit of Christ. 

When you travel it in a more per- 
fect way, you inspire others to take up 
after you. Good example is contag- 
ious. The more perfect your spiritual 
life is the more susceptible will others 
be to your contagion. Your value to 
God is increased each day as you forge 
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forward with your own cross on your 
shoulders in the footsteps of the 
Christ, the pioneer with the plow of 
the bloody cross. In Heaven God the 
Father looks down upon you to see if 
you resemble his Divine Son so that 
he might say over you what he said 
of Christ, not once but several times: 
“This is my beloved son in whom I 
am well pleased.” 

It is then that your apostolic activ- 
ity for others truly becomes effective. 
For the more perfection there is in 
your soul, the more efficient and last- 
ing will your apostolate be. It must 
always be your aim to grow in God 
for his glory and the spread of his 
work. The two activities, your apos- 
tolate, must be improved together. 
One helps the other, if properly un- 
dertaken. Your apostolic activity de- 
mands patience, humility and dili- 
gence, all which go to improve the 
state of your own soul. And your 
closeness to God in holiness makes 
you realize that there is nothing in 
the world more divine than to become 
a co-operator with God in the Salva- 
tion of souls. All this is so evident in 
the life of St. Francis. He fought to 
sanctify his soul, and as he reached 
perfection, the love of God made him 
embrace the apostolic form of life. 
Daily you should pray: “My Holy 
Father St. Francis, teach me how to 
climb the ladder of perfection that I 
might become wholly Catholic and 
Apostolic.” e 
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Teleutstou for Children 


Some Practical Rules .. . 


| bese INTERNATIONAL Catholic Association for Radio and Television 
(UNDA) recently published a code to govern the use of television by 
children from Fribourg, Switzerland. Concerned with the problem of 
properly controlling the viewing of TV by children and of exercising 


proper discipline in this matter, the code stressed the following points: 


Ie 


6. 
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TV viewing should never exceed two hours a day. An hour and a 
half ought to be the very limit. 


“Horror” programs must be forbidden at any age. 


The idea must not develop that all members of the family have an 
equal right to view all programs. Younger members of the family 
must be brought to understand that, just as they are not allowed 
wine or coffee at table, certain TV programs are normally reserved 
for grown-ups. 


TV has no place at meal times. 


Parents should agree beforehand on the choice of programs for chil 
dren to watch. Do not argue about it in front of the children, eithex 
before or after the program. Turn unsuitable programs off, explain- 
ing the reason frankly. Train the child not to become a_ passive 
receiver. Awaken his appreciation and reaction. Gradually, through 
the example of the parents, the child will learn to make his own 
choice. 


Parents and teachers should give TV producers their positive appre: 
ciation, congratulations, and not only recriminations. Send a car¢ 
occasionally to the program director marking your approval or dis 
approval. Insist that in any general TV policy those responsible dc 
not forget that TV is primarily viewed in homes. Demand this ref 
erence to the family atmosphere, particularly in Saturday and Sunday 
programs. 


Parents should demand for children program times which respec 


the rhythm of family life and are set before normal bedtime hours 


Congratulate those announcers who close their programs with « 
“Good night, children,” and refrain from “tempting young viewer 
with Machiavellian allusions to the forbidden fruit of the next pro 
gram, reserved for adults.” : 
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‘orum... 


“And the way I see it, is all boils 
own to this. The time we spend 
elping others is the time we’re doing 
rselves the most good. Whenever 
e show somebody else how this pro- 
am works, we’re convincing our- 
Ives. Every time we discuss one of 
ese Steps in a meeting and tell how 
e’ve tried to apply it to our own 
roblems, we find ourselves under- 
anding it better.” 

The speaker thus concluded his 
irief talk. ‘I guess that’s all I’ve got 
say tonight,” he finished, sitting 
own behind the round table at the 
ront of the room. “Let’s hear from 
somebody else. John?” 

“Well—’” the young man in the 
nird row cleared his throat, “I’m 
ohn, and I’m an alcoholic. I’m here 
onight—sober—and with the grace 
f God and the help of you people I 
ope to be sober this time tomorrow.” 

He paused to reflect a moment. “I 
vas just thinking—” he said, grinning 

bit ruefully, “that anybody who’s 
eally trying to work this Twelfth- 
tep business might just as well be 
rinking, for all the time he spends 
ith his family. What with AA meet- 
igs twice a week . . . and phone calls 
om AA’s who need help to fight off 
re urge for a drink .. . and trips up 
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npressed with some of the techniques 
sed by the AA, tertiary Juliana brings 
ome of her thoughts to the open 


What the Third Order 
Can Learn from A.A. 


to the State Lodge with drunks from 
the jail or the hospital . . . and talk- 
ing to guys who are just sobering up 
after a bender and telling them AA 
can help them stay sober if they really 
want to quit drinking . . . and visiting 
new members .. . and getting called 
in the middle of the night to go take 
somebody home and put him to bed. 

PePAnc mostrol, ther tine iis ajust 
wasted anyway—I mean, they don’t 
stay sober. Well, I was just thinking 
—I don’t spend much more time with 
May and the kids than I used to 
when I was drinking!” he grinned 
“But at least the time I do 
spend with them, J’m sober!” 

Several of the others chuckled. 
“You've got a point there,” the leader 
said. He waited to see if there were 
any other comments. “Anybody else? 
Margo?” 

The middle-aged woman at the 
back stood up. Some of those present 
turned around to see her, while the 
rest waited expectantly. 

“Y’m Margo, an alcoholic,’ she 
said. “I just want so say that, in my 
opinion, if any of us want this pro- 
gram to really work for us, we have 


again. 


by Mary Monica Juliana, T.O.S.F. 
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to work it twenty-four hours a day. 
We have to live it, think it, talk it, 
read it. We have to go to all the 
meetings we can and be willing to 
talk about it to anybody that’s inter- 
ested and read the Grapevine every 
month to keep our own enthusiasm 
up. Otherwise we go stale and start 
taking it for granted and lose interest. 
And then we have a “relapse” and 
start drinking again. Or even if we 
stay sober, it’s a negative sobriety in- 
stead of a positive thing. I mean, we 
may not be drinking but we’re not 
trying to help anybody else find what 
we've found. We’re being selfish with 
the graces God has given us and bury- 
ing them instead of making them 
bear iruit os. 

I sat spellbound, drinking in every 
word. This was a meeting of Alco- 
holics Anonymous. A friend and I, 
neither of us alcoholics, had been in- 
vited to attend because we were in- 
terested in the problem of alcoholism. 
But it wasn’t what I learned about 
alcoholism that impressed me most 
that evening and the other evenings 
since. 

This was the thought that kept 
pounding through my mind: Wuy 
Can’r We Appty THIS TO THE 
Turd ORDER? 


QO. THE WAY HOME I suggested as 
much to my friend, also a tertiary, 
and her eyes sparkled with enthusi- 
asm. “I was thinking the same thing!” 
she exclaimed. 

“Were you? Wouldn’t it be won- 
derful if we could get Father to go 
with us to a meeting—” 

“I wish everybody in the fraternity 
would go!” she said. “Don’t you wish 
our meetings were that interesting?” 

I agreed. And why not? Several 
months have passed since we went to 
that first meeting, but our enthusiasm 
hasn’t waned. There is so much in 
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AA that the Third Order could ll 
itably borrow. ee 

For example: 

I like the way they conduct thes 
meetings. One of the group acts as the 
leader for the evening. This person 
may start off by reading a selection 
from the book Alcoholics Anony- 
mous, or from the monthly journal 
The AA Grapevine, or from The 
Twelve Steps or other AA material, 
commenting on it or showing its ap- 
plication in his own life. Or he may 
make a rather short speech, generall 
following a 3-point plan: What I 
used to be; How AA came into my 
life; How AA has changed me. The 
he gives the others a chance to com- 
ment on what he has read or to bring 
up whatever problem. they want tet 
discuss. It is informal; anybody wha 
want to say anything can say it; but 
it isn’t haphazard. The leader keepg 
order, steering the discussion away 
from controversial subjects or persona 
alities. 

I like the frequency of their meet: 
ings. In our own town they are hele 
two nights a week, from eight to nin 
and there may be anywhere fro 
three to 25 or more people present 
Some big city groups have meeting] 
every night, others from one to fou 
nights or afternoons a week. Me 
bers and visitors come for a variet’ 
of reasons: help in learning to appl 
the AA program to their own lives 
companionship, renewed strength ane 
serenity and courage, something to d: 
in their spare time. 

Why couldn’t we adapt some o 
this to the Third Order? Fr. Brenda: 
Mitchell in the August Forum mer 
tions a variety of Third Order objec 
tives that call for a continued teac 
ing and training program within t 
Fraternity long after a tertiary is prat 
fessed. He declares it “evident the 
teaching limited to the monthly cori 
ference alone, even in a planned s¢ 
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ies, will hardly achieve what the 
oly Father has in mind. The very 
ealth of material and its variety 
urge some organization of it into 
raduated courses . . . to issue forth in 
irtue and action...” 

Why not continue to have the regu- 
lar monthly council meeting and the 
general monthly meeting required by 
the Rule, as now, with the conference 
given by the Spiritual Director, but 
also have frequent regular meetings 
in between? These could follow a 
preplanned pattern, using Discussion 
Club study material, perhaps, or other 
Catholic or Third Order material, 
with perhaps more than one course 
running simultaneously. 

Just as an example, Monday night 
might feature study of the Gospels and 
New Testament generally, with the 
Thursday meetings concentrating on 
Franciscan spirituality and the living 
of the Rule. Such a plan presupposes 
a nucleus of able, informed leaders, 
because it would probably be impos- 
sible to have a priest present at every 
meeting; but surely few fraternities 
lack sufficient enthusiastic and capable 
earics to get started, and the dis- 
‘cussion club format would develop the 
talents even of the most timid. 

Under such a plan, too, the instruc- 
tion of novices and postulants could 
be worked in very easily, with their 
attendance required at certain meet- 
ings (say, twice a month) devoted 
primarily to instruction in basic prin- 
ciples of Franciscanism and Christian 
asceticism, followed by general group 


discussion. 
* * ~ 


\es THING I like about AA’s 
is their honesty. They are humble, 
conscious of their own inability to lick 
their problems alone and of their de- 
pendence on the grace of God and the 
help of other members of the group, 
as well as the AA Twelve-Step pro- 
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gram, if they are to live spiritually 
worthwhile lives in spite of their par- 
ticular weakness. 


I like their Twelve Suggested Steps. 
I won’t list them here but every single 
one of them, except for the portion 
of the First that reads ‘““We admitted 
we were powerless over alcohol—” is 
a practical step in the direction of 
spiritual maturity, even sanctity. There 
isn’t a Catholic tertiary in the world 
who couldn’t profit spiritually by a 
sincere study of what those steps in- 
volve and an attempt to apply them 
in his own life. 


The Twelfth Step, particularly, im- 
presses me: “Having had a spiritual 
awakening . . . we tried to carry this 
message to (others) and to practice 
these principles in all our affairs.” 
How many of us tertiaries really try 
to help other Catholics discover what 
the Third Order has to offer them? 
Or, to carry it even farther, how 
many of us have ever tried to help 
non-Catholics find the true Church? 

We can learn a lot by seeing how 
the AA’s make their Twelfth Step 
work. They don’t adopt a holier-than- 
thou attitude or try to push AA down 
every drunk’s throat, any more than 
we go around belligerently trying to 
force anyone into the Catholic Church 
or the Third Order. They do it this 
way: They are always ready and will- 
ing to help anybody who has any sort 
of problem that has to do with drink- 
ing. They do the things John men- 
tioned at the AA meeting, above, and 
they often get “played for suckers” by 
drunks who hit them up for a place 
to sleep, the price of a meal, bus fare 
to El Paso, money for a call to Kala- 
mazoo or a myriad other things. As 
one AA member told us, “They’s all 
going to sober up and join AA. Most 
of them don’t, but we try to help 
them all because we never know when 
we might find one who really will.” 
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After they have established friendly 
relations with a prospect they tell him 
(or her) about their own experience 
as active alcoholics and how they 
managed to find sobriety and sanity 
through AA, perhaps after having 
tried every other possible type of cure 
without avail. They assure him that 
if he really wants to stop drinking, AA 
can help him to do it. They take him 
to meetings and they keep in touch 
with him. One of them becomes his 
sponsor; or if someone else in the 
group seems better fitted by reason of 
occupation, personality or shared in- 
terests, that person may take on the 
sponsorship of the newcomer, encour- 
aging, explaining, helping him get in 
the habit of attending meetings, fol- 
lowing through with additional visits 
or phone calls if the newcomer gets 
cocky or careless or discouraged and 
quits coming. 


WW: DON’T WE TERTIARIES try this 
approach in interesting Catholics in 
the Third Order? Tell them what 
lukewarm or average Catholics we 
were before we came into the Third 
Order, perhaps—how we seemed un- 
able to keep out of sin, or how little 
we really appreciated and understood 
our Catholic faith. Tell them how the 
T.O. has given our lives direction and 
purpose, how the Rule has moderated 
our tendencies toward extravagance, 
concupiscence, and supplied us with 
a planned program for spiritual im- 
provement. We can tell them that if 
they really want to become better 
Catholics and know and understand 
their faith better, the Third Order is 
the answer to their needs. We can 
act as their sponsors, bringing them 
to meeting, supplying them with liter- 
ature and giving them whatever help 
seems indicated until they are ready 
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for reception, or 
their novitiate. 

And the pay-off? Like the Twelfth- 
Stepping alcoholic who explains AA 
to a drunk and fairly beats his own 
brains out trying to help the other 
guy stay sober, only to fail, it really 
doesn’t matter whether or not we suc- 
ceed in bringing our prospects into the 
Third Order. The alcoholic who tries 
to help other drinkers sober up, stays 
sober himself. When we talk or write 
about the Third Order, we’re im- 
pressing it on our own minds and 
hearts. 


Unless the Third Order—that “se- 
lect detachment” 
Father to serve in the great army of 
lay apostles “for the defense and 
spread of the kingdom of Christ in 
the world’—becomes a vital, active 
force in the personal life of every sin- 
gle tertiary, as it was in the years im- 
mediately following its founding by 
St. Francis, the Gospel is in danger 
of losing out by default to the zeal of 
the Communists. Communism, so I’ve 
read, has a tremendously effective pro- 
gram of indoctrinating its members 
and utilizing their talents for the bene- 
fit of the party and its goals. 


inclination to attend their 
and see how they work it. 


meetings 


even throughout 


called by the Holy — 


Few of | 
us would have the opportunity or the » 


But I wish every tertiary in the : 


United States — or 


in the world — - 


could expose himself just once to the : 
contagion of AA in action. He’d come : 
away, as we did, with stars in his eyes. . 


St. Teresa of Avila once said there : 
was nobody, no matter how simple or ~ 


ignorant, from whom we could not 
learn something. I think the Third 
Order, even with all its seven-plus 
centuries of experience, can learn a 
lot from Alcoholics Anonymous. e 
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Franciscan Coucetued 4Atlautie Cable 


AutHoucu HE IS rarely mentioned in connection with the feat, a Francis- 
can Friar was the first to concieve the idea of a trans-Atlantic cable linking 
Europe and America, it was pointed out at St. Bonaventure University, New 
York. | 

The Rey. Irenaeus Herscher OFM, librarian, says, "It may be of interest to 
note that the originator of the idea for the successful feat—commemorated Au- 
gust 15 by the issuance of a special centennial U. S. postage stamp—was the 
Most Rev. John T. Mullock OFM, Bishop of St. John's Newfoundland." 

Laying of the cable was completed August 5, 1858, in the second of two 
attempts to string the 2000 miles of underwater connection. The cable broke 325 
miles at sea in the first try. 

On June 25, 1858, two ships, one British and the other American, met in mid- 
ocean, spliced the cable, and then headed for opposite shores. On August 5, 


they reached Cape Clear, Ireland, and Cape Spear, N. F., respectively, thus 


effecting the first telegraph connection. 

The first message was exchanged 12 days later between U. S. President 
Buchanan and Queen Victoria. 

However, Father Herscher points out, Bishop Mullock "had on several occasions 
in previous years publicly propounded the feasibility and practicality of connect- 
ing the two points'' by means of transatlantic cable. 

“In fact," the Bonaventure librarian says, ‘it was probably a letter written in 


November, 1850, by Bishop Mullock to the St. John's Courier that interested 
Frederick G. Gisborne, an engineer of genius and vision in the project. The 
| Bishop's letter stressed the proximity of Newfoundland to Ireland as the only 


logical route for such an underwater venture. 
Backed by Cyrus Field, Gisborne eventually arrived in Newfoundland to start 


_ the work. 


Further proof that Bishop Mullock's idea was his alone, Father Herscher adds, 


is in a story carried September, 1858 in the New York Journal of Commerce. 


The story is an official statement over Field's signature which says, "the charter 
obtained by Mr. Gisborne in 1852 did not authorize nor allude to a telegraph 
across the ocean."" What Mr. Gisborne had in mind was a telegraph line mainly 
overland, connecting St. John's with the Canadian mainland, as an essential link 
in the New York-Cape Breton, N. F., line of communication. e 
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Expanded Activity Of... 


Franciscan Educational Conference 


Tue THIRTY-NINTH Meeting of the 
Franciscan Education Conference was 
held at St. Bonaventure University, 
St. Bonaventure, N. Y., on August 
6-8, in conjunction with the centen- 
nial celebration of this Franciscan 
educational institution. About one 
hundred friars were present for this 
three-day event, and discussed this 
years Theme: “The Mind of Mod- 
ern Man.” 

The Very Rev. Brian Lhota OFM, 
president of St. Bonaventure Univer- 
sity welcomed the delegates to the 
century-old Franciscan educational 
institution. 

The Rev. Maurice Grajewski OFM, 
of Burlington, Wisc., president of the 
FEC gave the introductory address in 
which he congratulated St. Bonaven- 
ture University on its Centenary of 
Franciscan Service to God and Coun- 
try. He also drew attention to the fact 
that this educational institution staffed 
by Sons of St. Francis was an ideal 
setting for this year’s conference, since 
it was the “heart of Francisan Educa- 
tion in America.” 

Opening the sessions was a Paper 
prepared by the Rev. Daniel Egan 
T.O.R., president of the College of 
Steubenville, and read by the Rev. 
Matthews Herron T.O.R., on ~The 
Contemporary Catholic Personality.” 

The Rev. Colman Majchrzak 
OFM, professor of philosophy at St. 
Francis College, Burlington, Wisc., 
spoke on “The Human Person accord- 
ing to St. Bonaventure.” He came 
well qualified to speak on the subject, 
because he wrote his doctoral disserta- 
tion on the Seraphic Doctor. 
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“The Way Modern Man Sees Him- 
self—As Reflected in 20th-Century 
Theories of Personality” was the sub- 
ject of a Paper by Father Fintan Mc- 
Namee OFM, of St. Louis, Mo. 

“A Critique of the Modern Philos- | 
ophy of Man” was the subject of a 
Paper presented by Father Ronald | 
Lawler OFM Cap., of St. Joseph’s ; 
Friary, Hays, Kansas. 

The Rev. Alan Glyn OFM, head of . 
the Psychology department at St. . 
Bonaventure University, discussed | 
“The Unmaking of Man—Personality 
Breakdowns.” 

The Rev. Carroll Tageson OFM, 
from San Luis Rey Mission, Califor- 
nia, spoke on the subject of ‘“Person- - 


ality Testing and Measursement.” 


Father Mervin Freihage OFM, 4G 
Duns Scotus College, Detroit, Michi-- 


gan, spoke on 
Measurement.’ 


_ Mental Testing and : 


Speaking on the subject of “Prob: / 
lems of Emotional Instability,” Father | 
Alfred Martin OFM, well-knownr 
New York City friar and author of) 
many articles on the problem of men-1 
tal health, gave some sound advice on! 
how one may be able to help those 
who suffer from instability. 

The Rev. Augustine Ramirez OFM i 
of Mexico, presented a Paper on the 
subject of ‘Personality Disorders andi 
their Therapy according to the Client- 
Centered Theory.” } 

Father Jeffrey Keefe OFM Conv., 
of St. Francis Seminary, Staten Is-! 
land, N. Y., presented a review of the 
factors affecting what psychologists ei 
the self-concept (one’s estimate o 


self) during childhood in a Paper or) 
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1e subject of “Psychodynamics of 
dolescence in Terms of Self-Con- 
spt: Some Modern Problems.” 

The Rev. Pacific Hug OFM, of 
uincy College, Quincy, Illinois, pre- 
nted an inspiring discussion on ‘““The 
ranciscan approach to the problem 
f the Will.” He was followed by a 
holarly Paper on “Rational Psychol- 
zy: Its Content and Method,” by 
ather Cyril Shircel OFM, of the 
ollege of St. Francis, Joliet, Illinois, 
hich was the concluding Paper of 
1e Conference. 


ae THE CONFERENCE a num- 
er of committee-meetings were held. 
mong these was The Commission for 
- Franciscan Theological Synthesis, 
hich discussed a progress report on a 
roposed text in dogmatic theology 
hich will incorporate contributions 
the greater Franciscan thinkers. 
He Commission has been functioning 
g four years and hopes to realize its 
jective within two to four years. 
he characteristic features of the pro- 
i textbook flow from the spirit of 
«. Francis of Assisi, which was for- 
ulated doctrinally by such men as 
2 Bonaventure and John Duns Sco- 
is. The first volume in this series 
as presented to the Conference for 
<amination. It is the work of Father 
rnest Latko OFM, of Christ the 
ing Seminary, West Chicago, Illi- 
is. 

‘The Library Section,-with Father 
incent Dieckman OFM, librarian of 
. Leonard of Port Maurice Friary, 
ayton, Ohio, held a meeting in 
“iedsam Memorial Library, where 
ey heard an informative Paper on 
‘ranciscan Periodicals” by Father 
ascal Schaller OFM Cap., from Her- 
an, Pa. It was recommended that a 
-anciscan Periodical Index be estab- 
hed. During the discussion of the 
yssibilities of such a venture it was 
arned that an author catalog of 
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some 30,000 items covering Francis- 
can articles and other material pub- 
lished during the past ten years is al- 
ready available at St. Bonaventure 
University’s library. 

Presented on this occasion was the 
second volume of ‘Franciscan Litera- 
ture,’ a checklist of some 18,000 
books, dissertations, and pamphlets 
written by Franciscan authors, or 
about Franciscan topics. 

The current issue of Franciscan 
Librarian Contact, the organ of the 
Library Section, contains the first ef- 
forts at a Franciscan Book Review 
Service, consisting of reviews of 22 
new Franciscan titles. 

Under the temporary chairmanship 
of Father Donald Wiest OFM Cap., 
some friars met to discuss the project 
of a Franciscan Synthesis of Moral 
Theology. It was felt that formal or- 
ganization of a Commission should be 
deferred until the next meeting of the 
FEC. 

At a meeting of the Provincial Pre- 
fects of Studies, Father Colman Ma- 
jchrzak OFM, of Assumption Prov- 
ince was elected chairman of this Sec- 
tion of the FEC, and Father Nicholas 
Roling OFM Conv., Consolation 
Province, was elected Secretary. Ca- 
puchin Father Eric May of St. Mary’s 
Province was selected to present basic 
concepts in Law and Statutes con- 
cerning Provincial Prefects or Regents 
of Studies. 

As a result of this 39th meeting of 
the FEC, a new permanent Section of 
the Conference was formed to be de- 
voted to Psychology. It will include 
Franciscan psychologists from all 
branches of the Order, who plan to 
gather twice a year to discuss prob- 
lems and undertakings in their field. 
Father Alan Glynn OFM, head of the 
Department of Psychology at St. Bon- 
aventure University was selected as 
organizational chairman of the new 

(Continued on page 360) 


Another Saint to the Franciscan Calendar 


St. Charles of Sezze 


O. january 7, 1958 the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites passed on the 
miracles attributed to the intercession 
of Blessed Charles of Sezze, a lay 
brother of the Order of Friars Minor; 
on March 28 the Supreme Pontiff 
declared that the canonization of this 
holy brother would take place on 
November 23, 1958. 

The new saint was one of the 
glories of the Franciscan Order in the 
17th century. His life story has much 
in common with that of another Fran- 
ciscan lay brother, Saint Pascal Bay- 
lon. Details of the new saint’s life are 
given in the Bull of his Beatification 
by Pope Leo XIII in 1881. 

“God, who can do all things, has 
often chosen those whom he wishes 
to crown with the admirable gifts of 
his grace, from amongst men of hum- 
ble birth, remarkable neither for 
riches, genius, nor any of those ad- 
vantages which confer authority and 
power in the world .. . In this way 
the pride of the world, which is the 
worse enemy of truth is confounded. 
Hence we give thanks to God, that 
at a time when Christian humility 1s 
held in such deep hatred and scorn, 
it is given to us to award the honors 
of the Blessed in Heaven to the ven- 
erable servant of God, Charles of 
Sezze, who was a perfect type of 
humility.” 
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Blessed Charles was born in Oct 
ber 22, 1612. His parents were poy 
but pious farmers, a characteristic ij 


and sickness intervened to make stu: 
ies even more difficult. “But havis 
been cured,” says the Bull of Beat: 
cation, “by a true miracle of Go: 
goodness,” John Charles (his bap 
mal name) went to work with 
brothers in the fields. 

The beauty of God’s nature } 
panded his soul: nature spoke to F 
of God, of his love, and enkindii 
Charles’ desire to love in return. 4 
multiplied his prayers and_ recei*# 
the Sacraments more frequently. | 
the age of seventeen, out of devoty 
to the Blessed Mother, he made 
private vow of chastity. 

On May 18, 1631, in spite of my 
difficulties, he entered the novitiate] 
the Order of Friars Minor at Naziai 
and received the name _ Brot? 
Charles. 

As a young man he had alvi 
longed to go to the foreign missi¢ 
and he thought now his opportu 
had come when some of his confri} 
were setting out for India. Tho} 
he begged to be sent along, perf 
sion was refused. He was sent, fin 
to the convent of St. Francis at RI} 
(S. Francisco ad Ripas) where | 
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ly brother continued to lead the 
mble life of a lay brother striving 
be faithful in the smallest things. 


Though Brother Charles had no 
rmal schooling, still astonishingly 
ough he authored several books. 
ne Annales Minorum (Vol. 31) 
entions a treatise on three forms of 
editation for the contemplative state 
iblished at Rome in 1654, with edi- 
ms in 1664 and 1742. Canti S piri- 
ali was also published in Rome in 
54. Two years later he published a 
ok of pious devotions in honor of 
Blessed Mother, besides two later 
rks on the spiritual life published 
1664 and 1666. At the command 
his confessor, Brother Charles 
ote his own autobiography (1616- 
65) which was left in manuscript 
And the Annales says that 
re are many other small works 
ich are not mentioned. 


ike St. Paschal Baylon, the lay 
other Franciscan patron of Eu- 
ristic congresses, Blessed Charles 
d an ardent love for the Blessed 
rament. Ludwig Pastor in his 
story of the Popes (Vol. 14, p. 545) 
rounts the incident that one day 
ile Blessed Charles was in prayer 
ore the altar, a ray of light, like an 
ow, went out from the Sacred Host 
d impressed a wound on his left 
e, a wound that is still to be seen 
his incorrupt body. It is this event 
t is mentioned in the prayer for 
+ feast of Blessed Charles: “O Lord 
sus Christ, who marvelously 
unded the heart of Blessed Charles 
th a dart from your most Sacred 
dy, look graciously upon us, and in 
ur goodness, through his interces- 
‘n, enkindle in our hearts the fire 
your love.” 


{ 
1 
| 
|| 
|| 
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Blessed Charles died on January 6, 
1670 on the feast of the Epiphany. 
He was 56 years old. 

The lesson of this humble lay 
brother’s life is surely plain for us to 
read in this age of technical progress 
and self contentment with our own 
accomplishments. Almost a self-suffi- 
ciency that gears only one thing—the 
monsters that modern self-sufficient 
technology has created. 

During this Lourdes centenary year 
Mother Church is bringing home a 
lesson to her children with the needed 
repetitiousness of a good school teach- 
er. It is the humble whom the Lord 
exalts! His own Mother; St. Berna- 
dette; St. Charles of Sezze. The 
proud will be humbled. The humble 
have been given extraordinary graces. 
“Consider your own call, brethren,” 
St. Paul says (I Cor. 1, 26-29), “that 
there were not many wise according 
to the flesh, but many mighty, not 
many noble. But the foolish things of 
the world has God chosen to put to 
shame the ‘wise,’ and the weak things 
of the world has God chosen to put 
to shame the strong, and the base 
things of the world and the despised 
has God chosen, and the things that 
are nothing, to bring to naught the 
things that are; lest any flesh should 
pride itself before him.” 

Bibliography for the life of the new 
saint needs translation. Among the 
works recommended are: Vita del 
beato Carlo da Sezze by Antonio M. 
da Vicenza, 1881; Memorie storiche, 
I 232-241, by Benedetto Spila; Les 
ecrits du B. Charles de Sezze by 
Jacques Heerinck in Archivum Fran- 
ciscanum Historicum XXVIII, 324- 
344; XXIX 55-78; Itinerario mistico 
del Bodie Carlo ith Sezze, by TRESS 
Rottoli, Rome, 1943. 
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VERY FRANCISCAN IS A POET. This 
esn’t mean he writes verse. But his 
proach to the Good, the Beautiful, 
d even the True is immediate and 
uitive. He experiences the truth 
says: “This is good!” long before 
can say why. At least this is the 
nciscan tendency. 

ut some have written verse. From 
ncis himself, from Dante on down, 
mbers of the Franciscan family 
e been unusually gifted in the 
ility to communicate the depths of 
ir feelings in beautiful, lyrical lan- 
ge. In our own day there is hardly 
yone more illustrious than Gabriela 
istral, Chilean poetess and Nobel 
‘ze winner for literature. This ter- 
ry received the “Serra Award of the 
nericas” in 1950 from the Academy 
American Franciscan History. The 
<t of the parchment scroll presented 
r on this occasion read: 

_ “THe ACADEMY OF AMERICAN 
FRANCISCAN HIsTORY CONFERS THE 
SERRA AWARD OF THE AMERICAS 
cor 1950 uPpON GaBRIELA MISTRAL, 
EpuCATOR AND POETESS, IN RECOG- 
NITION OF HER LIFELONG SERVICE 
TO THE HIGHEST IDEALS OF BROTH- 
ERHOOD AMONG MEN AND OF HER 
\CHIEVEMENT IN EXPRESSING WITH 
SINGULAR BEAUTY THE DEEPEST 
SMOTIONS OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.” 
The text quite successfully sum- 
izes the contribution of this un- 
tal Franciscan soul. Srta. Mistral 
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Voice of the Atmertead: 


Gabrida Mistral 


by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


is generally regarded as the outstand- 
ing poetess of South America, the 
“Voice of the Americas.” Her name 
first came to the notice of the world 
in 1922 ‘with the publication in New 
York of a book of her poems entitled 
Desolacion. Though her output has 
been relatively slight, the quality and 
intensity of her work is such as to 
identify her as an artist of unusual 
merit. Listen to this gentle Franciscan 
thought: 

“A bee enters a lily. The petals 
draw back a bit and it snuggles 
within the corolla. A tiny rustle 
and the lily begins to sway. Now 
swollen with honey and pollen, with 
wings stained and little feet drip- 
ping, the bee leaps forth and on its 
way, leaving the flower whole and 
undisturbed. 

“O Francis, I too destre to pass 
among things without so much as 
bending a petal. May there be only 
a rustle and the sweet remembrance 
of having had me among them.” 
Gabriela’s humanity was not of the 

ivory tower sort. She not only thought 
and felt for mankind. She was not 
merely the spokesman of the human 
soul. She betook herself to the market 
place and dirtied her hands in their 
behalf. A teacher since 1916, she re- 
garded that as her primary and essen- 
tial vocation in life. She especially 
interested herself in the intellectual 
formation of the children of the poor. 
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She exercised a great moral force 
through her lifelong devotion to the 
underprivileged, so much so that she 
is equally well known for her deeds 
of beneficence. The Indians of her 
native Chile as well as of all the 
Americas formed the object of her 
special care and activity. She carried 
on an extensive campaign in_ their 
behalf. 

Gabriela represented her govern- 
ment at several international gather- 
ings-of educators and as Secretary of 
the Institite of Intellectual Co-opera- 
tion of the League of Nations. She 
visited the United States frequently, 
being invited to the White House dur- 
ing the term of Calvin Coolidge and 
again in the term of Mr. Truman. 
She was visiting lecturer at Barnard 
and Middlebury. Her native Chile 
named her consul in various cities of 
the world. The literary circles of 


INTERVIEW 
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Europe acclaimed her during hi 
European travels. 

Srta. Mistral died a few montl 
ago, January, 1957, in Hempstea 
Long Island. An American militai 
plane flew her body back to Chi 
where three days of public mournir 
were proclaimed, an honor hither 
reserved to Presidents and _ milita 
leaders. 

Gabriela was the voice of all th 
little people of the Americas, real 
of the whole world. She was able- 
identify herself or be identified wr 
suffering man because of an early pe 
sonal tragedy which cast its ae 
over all her life. She spoke her we 
and all me 
heard their own voice. This trages 


her depths of feeling, 


and the character it gave to her wr 
ings will be subject for a subseques 
article. 


Q. 


asking for more instruction. Within three years there were’ 
6000 such requests. The method is doing wonders. Recordst 
indicate that one in 50 who pick up the pamphlets will mail in 
the card. According to this norm of judging, the present num4 
ber of tertiaries engaged in the project account for 4600 inqui-: 
ries a year. There is no other way I know of for determining: 
the success of our project. : 


Is there any other information you want to pass on at this time® 


A. Yes, I would like to call attention to our C.I.A. banner picturec 


above. It was designed by Fr. Lawrence Mertens O.F.M. Cap} 


of Detroit. It is painted in various colors on silk cloth with é 
gold fringe. The veil of Veronica at the right was made it 
Switzerland. It arrived from Rome accompanied by a certifil 


cate signed by the then Cardinal Pacelli, now Pope Pius XII.! 

At this time, too, we are planning a C.I.A. Mass Association 
We want to encourage each C.I.A. group to use some of itl! 
accumulated funds each month to have the Holy Sacrifice of th 
Mass offered for all who distribute the pamphlets as well a 
for all who pick them up. All we can do is plant and wate 
It is God who gives the increase. 
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by Albert J. Nimeth O.F.M. 


y NIGHT A LITTLE Boy fell out 
bed. The next morning when his 
ther teased him about it he said, 
guess I stayed too close to the 
ing in’ side.” 


‘f we asked certain people why they 
from the state of grace, I dare 
the answer would be “TI stayed 
close to the ‘going in’ side.” We 
not be satisfied with just barely 
ting into the state of grace and 
rting the edge. If we get no farther 
n the edge, our chances of falling 
/ are very great. We ought to get 
s far as we can go. 
Ine big help toward this is frequent 
fession. 
yome people have the mistaken 
‘ion that the only time they should 
_to confession is when they have 
rtal sins to confess. If they haven’t 
‘thing worthwhile, they think it a 
ste of time. 
Let’s look at it this way: sometimes 
| take a bath because we have to. 
» have been through grime and 
a. At other times we take a bath 
: to freshen up. In a similar way 
re are two types of confession. 
e one a person makes because his 
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soul is filthy with serious sin and is in 
need of a good cleaning. This is 
called the confession of necessity. 

There is another kind of confession 
that we make not because we have 
to, but to freshen up our soul. This is 
called the confession of devotion. 
When we use the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance, even though we do not have 
mortal sins to confess, we are exer- 
cising the life of the soul. 

We must remember that the Sac- 
rament of Confession has a double 
effect. It is a means of remitting sin, 
but it is also a means of increasing 
sanctifying grace. Thus if we are 
already in the state of grace when we 
go to confession, we get an increase 
of grace. We are not merely staying 
along the edge, but are getting in 
farther. We are growing spiritually. 

Sometimes we make the mistake of 
thinking of confession only in relation 
to Holy Communion. Confession is 
a sacrament in its own right. We are 
not to think of it merely as a prepa- 
ration for Communion. Independent 
of Communion, it is a means given us 
to increase our fund of sanctifying 
grace and thereby intensifying our 
spiritual life. e 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


(Continued from page 329) 

all conditions and classes of people 
is not always adapted to their men- 
tality or in keeping with their Chris- 
tian purpose in life. Only too often 
entertainment which is offered as a 
pleasant repose from the routine of 
daily living is but thinly disguised 
escapism into evil. Life is portrayed 
in the theatre, on TV and in print 
can, very often, be kindliest described 
as abnormal. Not just a different 
philosophy or a new set of manners 
is being presented through the agency 
of entertainment, but an obnoxious 
theology wherein passion and _ pleas- 
ure play the role of gods. Realism is 
the method; neo- paganism is the 
creed of most commercialized enter- 
tainment. 


Effects 


The resulting harm is only too evi- 
dent in the present day criss-cross of 
fad and craze which deeply under- 
mines authority’s rightful place and 
cuts at the roots of decency and peace 
in the family, and, consequently, in 
society. 

Psychologists tell us that even 
strong personalities are sixty to eighty 
percent the product of their environ- 
ment, while the average personality 
—and that means most people — is 
ninety percent and upwards depend- 
ent on outside influences for his per- 
sonal outlook and attitudes. Despite 
the workings of grace and the sacra- 
ments, when we consider the constant 
influence of entertainment, it is small 
wonder that the degree of reliance on 
such sources for principles and di- 
rectives is out of all proportion to the 
place entertainment holds in the life 
of the individual. 


Position of the Third Order 
The attitude of the Third Order 
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towards entertainment has been large- 
ly determined by the moral welfare 
of its members who live in a world 
that is in good part heedless of th 
laws of God. A few hours in God’ 
presence must be balanced agains 
their everyday immersion in newspa- 
pers, magazines, books, radio, TV, th 
theater, clubs and that whole field a 
entertainment created by an environ 
ment almost completely alien to a 
authoritative, teaching Church. Usu 
ally, the Third Order in dealing wi 
entertainment has been protective an¢ 
reluctant rather than enceuraging 
and inventive, leaving positive leader 
ship in this field to be taken care oj 
by the general spirit of the Order ane 
the good will of the officers of th! 
fraternity. 


As a social center the family findy 
it virtually impossible to compete witi 
commercialized entertainment — 
meat on which leisure feeds in 
home. Moral instruction in publi 
schools has been so muted that it 
mostly the voice of entertainment ths 
speaks of manners and morals to tht 
young in these institutions. In the ok 
parish neighborhood generally as 
cepted standards helped the indivicl 
ual to form correct judgments and ‘J 
follow the right path. Today suci 
aids are almost lost in the constam 


osophy or vividly portrayed on tl! 
screen where inhumanly bitter priit 
ciples are coated in breath takix 
cinemascope. 


For that reason the Third Ord! 
has drawn up her own guides to t i 
use of entertainment and ceaselesii 
tries to influence public opinion 
favor of high moral standards a} 
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vorthy subject matter. Of the Or- 
ler’s purpose it may be said: “It is 
etter to put a stout fence around 
e top of the cliff than an ambulance 
own in the valley.” Its efforts to 
nforce laws to eliminate the offensive 
nd scandalous and to foster good in 
very branch of entertainment have 
ot always been appreciated, simply 
ecause secularism is the predominant 
ote of the environment in which 
eople today live out their leisure. 

Nevertheless, the Order has not 
eglected its proper role in the field 
f entertainment being well aware 
at “when religious vitality is on the 
ane, religious life confines itself to 
ts of worship; conversely, when re- 
gious vitality is mounting, it spreads 
om acts of worship into all the ac- 
vities of the Christian, even those 
hich seem to be the most profane.” 


The Third Order teaches that en- 
rtainment is a necessary part of 
an’s life because of his very nature 
d social circumstances. Entertain- 
ent is a form of “re-creation” in 
hich the renewal of bodily and 
Diritual strength helps maintain ties 
ith family and society while afford- 
1g a deeper awareness of the good- 
ss of God who gave men the price- 
sss gift of laughter, relaxation and 
lay. How much good can be accom- 
pad under the guise of relaxing at 
atertainment is clearly shown in the 
ves of Our Lord and the saints. 


‘ How truly entertaining is the life 
f St. Francis as read in the “Fioretti” 
mply because the Saint paralleled 
fe entertainment world of today in 
is use of every mode of human ex- 
ression — song, parable, pantomime, 
ame and drama as well as in making 
se of human history and legend as 
sady devices in the service of his 
aster purpose—to increase in him- 
‘If the knowledge and love of God 
nd to lead others to accomplish this 
ume feat. The purpose of his life 
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determined the purpose of his enter- 
tainment. How readily, when used 
rightly, did entertainment lend itself 
to his own sanctification and the edi- 
fication of others! 

Our Franciscan spirit, which regards 
everything in the light of Christ as 
revealed in the Gospels, will not view 
with distaste our need for entertain- 
ment. The words of a canonized ter- 
tiary: “This world is full of God” and 
the example of St. Francis should 
serve to encourage us to seek the 
treasure of good that entertainment 
holds for us. In choosing our enter- 
tainment with discernment we shall 
find that this “creation” of God will 
exert all its inherent power to lift our 
minds and hearts to God. Faithfully 
following the precepts of our rule in 
regard to moderation and to the 
avoidance of the occasion of sin will 
furnish us with a full measure of 
mortification for ourselves and edifi- 
cation to others. 

Apostolate Through 
Entertainment 

The Third Order not only warns its 
members of the abuses committed in 
the name of entertainment, but con- 
tinually reminds them that it is the 
vocation of true tertiaries to manifest 
Christ to their neighbors in all de- 
partments of life, but especially in 
those which are virtually closed to the 
clergy. Even if some miracle were to 
convert the various media of enter- 
tainment so that they would convey 
Christian ideals exclusively, yet to be 
transformed into Christian life and 
behavior they would still need the en- 
dorsement of personal living. Experi- 
ence has proved only too conclusively 
that Catholic ideals alone are not 
enough to turn the tide of secularism. 
Apostles are needed to give life even 
to true doctrine. And the first me- 
dium of the tertiary apostolate will 
ever be good example. Our Father, 
St. Francis, loved good example dear- 
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ly and preferred it to the more showy 
means of apostolate. Besides, it is 
precisely the Third Order’s place in 
the world that puts it in a strategic 
position to influence the reconstruc- 
tion of the pattern of entertainment 
according to Gospel teaching. One 
need only mention the “Hour of St. 
Francis” to recall a highly successful 
venture in this field. 

There are a tremendous number of 
ancient Catholic moral and cultural 
values which still underlie the fabric 
of our neo-pagan world. The average 
non-catholic neighbor has no idea of 
how much Catholicism is left in his 
ethical thinking. However, because of 
the residue of anti-clericalism among 
non-catholics they easily reason that 
a Catholic layman, a person in his 
own circumstances who is not a pro- 
fessional “do-gooder,” speaks with 
authority whenever he advances an 
opinion on everyday problems. When 
such neighbors hear tertiaries talking 
informally about entertainment values 
and confidently expressing convictions 
and principles which the non-cath- 
olics are only trying to formulate, 
these people cannot help but be en- 
lightened. When they observe ter- 
tiaries putting these same principles 
into action neighbors are edified and 
encouraged to follow the tertiary 
example. 

Minstrels of God 

As the tertiary understands how his 
Third Order rule arises from his way 
of imitating St. Francis so will he 
understand that he must form in him- 
self certain convictions and do certain 
things because his life is also an imita- 
tion of the Gospel life of Christ in 
the spirit of St. Francis. St. Francis 
conceived the Franciscan apostle as 
having the gifts of a spiritual enter- 
tainer who conveys serious truths by 
the joyous means of laughter and 
song against the background of his 
own exemplary life. “What else are 
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and move them to spiritual joy?” 
If bygone centuries responded to 
the enthusiastic life-example of Frar 


ern life has greater need of tertiary 
apostolate than entertainment, 2 
we may have the assured hope of 
same results. z 

By their vocation and their place in 
society tertiaries are indeed the “lesser 
brethren sent in this latter time to 
demonstrate the example of the light 
to those wrapt in darkness.” How- 


ever, the immediate and desperate 
need for action at times obscures the | 
nature of the work to be done. When 
St. Francis and the first tertiaries re: - 
formed the world of their day they 
accomplished this through the spirit-. 


ual forces operative within them. It. 
is imperative that the tertiaries act ini 
keeping with their vocation, that is): 
by good example and well directed: 
zeal. They must be free from the: 
“holier than thou” complex. Their 
example should be such that by doing 
simply what a tertiary should, they 
awaken in others the need and desire 
to use entertainment according to the) 
practice and teachings of Our Lord. 

People with whom tertiaries live? 
have all been conditioned to their 
way of thinking and acting by their 
environment. Only by associating, 
with good practicing Catholic neigh 
bors can they come to know and ac ‘ 
cept the Christian outlook and to ex-} 
perience the peace it brings and they 
deep satisfaction that results from aj 
moderate and good use of the pleas- 
ant things in life. Tertiaries, by re+ 
calling to mind the way in which St 
Francis imitated Christ, will be in} 
spired to give this good example tdf 
their neighbor, an example of a lifdf 
filled with peace and joy which come}} 
from living in the shadow of thdf} 
Gospel Christ. 


> 
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| 
The Mystery of Love for the Single, Domi- 
; nic Unger O.F.M. Cap., Franciscan 
| Herald Press, $3.75. 

| The vocation of the single person in the 
world is not easy to understand and in 
many Cases it is not appreciated, not only 
by the worldling but sometimes by the 
faithful too. Those who live the life are 
forever being called upon to explain their 
tatus. They are not always successful in 
satisfying the curious. Fr. Unger has ren- 
jered a wonderful service by showing that 
it is perfectly lawful to live a single life 
of perfect chastity in the world. Such a 
life is an aid in attaining the primary end 
f men. In no way does it stultify man’s 
ersonality. The author quotes liberally 
‘rom the Pope’s encyclicals, especially the 
present Holy Father’s ““On Virginity.” He 
elies heavily on the writings of the Fathers 
-o help generous souls appreciate the ex- 
rellence of the vocation to the single life. 

A special chapter is devoted to determin- 
‘ng who is called to this dedicated life in 
che world. First of all, the author says, one 
should have a well balanced attitude 
coward life in general as well as a healthy 
-egard for the other vocations. One’s mo- 
tive should be undivided love of Christ. 
One’s decision should be neither too early 
nor too late. The manner of dedication is 
butlined in detail and a formula of con- 
ecration suggested. 

- In chapter six we find an adequate de- 
tense of perfect chastity as a boon for 
church and society. What he says is appli- 
sable not only to single people in the world 
yut also to priests and religious. It is un- 
derstood that the celibate life in the world 
s not to be a barren existence. Chastity is 
1 means towards a more fruitful work. Ac- 
cordingly, the author lists seven important 
ireas where the “consecrated persons” can 
yring his influence to bear. 

| Though intended primarily for those who 
iave no plan to marry, the book can be 
idapted by widows, widowers and penitents, 
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or even the unfortunate person who though 
married validly is not able to live with the 
partner. 

This book fills a long felt need. e 


Cameo of Angela, S. M. Johnston, Fran- 
ciscan Herald Press, $3.50. 


When Angela Merici expressed her de- 
sire to join a contemplative order a dear 
friend remonstrated with her, ‘‘No, no, you 
are by nature a little cricket, constantly 
jumping here and there, everywhere. You 
run with a basket of bread to old Maria 
down in the valley. You race up the hill to 
the quarry to play with the stone cutter’s 
children. You trudge the farms gathering 
the little ones here in your yard and teach 
them the stories of I] Signore or hear them 
recite their prayers.” Here we have good 
insight into the character of the foundress 
of the Ursulines. There was that inner de- 
sire for contemplation and prayer and the 
outgoing drive of care for fellowmen. These 
are the two traits that stood out in the life 
and work of this great saint. 

Early in life she lost her parents, sister 
and brother. She had such a winning per- 
sonality, however, that she did not remain 
alone for long. Soon a circle of zealous 
young ladies gathered about her. This 
little group visited the sick or sat beneath 
the tall chestnut tree singing hymns or 
reciting the rosary. At times they gathered 
the neglected youngsters of the neighbor- 
hood for catechetical instructions. Enlight- 
ened by a special grace, Angela founded 
the Ursulines. The Ursulines have a 
marked kinship with the Poverello for their 
foundress lived as a Franciscan and was 
buried in a tertiary habit. Her Rule is 
based on the Franciscan ideal. As her field 
of endeavor broadened, her spirit of sac- 
rifice grew apace. No task was too burden- 
some, no case hopeless—the charity and 
faith of Angela were sure to triumph. 

The book is directed to youngsters. 
Adults too will find it rewarding. e 
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The Bones of Brother Juniper: This year 
marks the seventh centenary of the death 
of the beloved fool of God, Brother Juni- 
per—a kind of court jester to St. Francis. 
When the friars reproached Jun’per for a 
his simple, straightforward solutions to 
problems which sometimes seemed very 
radical, St. Francis protected Juniper by 
praising him: “I wish I had a whole 
forest of such Juniper’s!” His centenary 
was observed in Rome, in the Campidoglio 
and the church of Aracoeli. The formal 
recognition of his mortal remains took place 
on May 29 in the Capitoline Basilica. The 
leaden coffin had been easily found by 
following the directions left by historian 
Fr. Luke Wadding O.F.M. ; the inscription 
on it was still legible, although this dates 
only from 1548, when an earlier canonical 
recognition took place. The Most Rev. 
Augustine Sepinski O.F.M., minister gen- 
eral of the Order of Friars Minor, sealed 
the remains in a new crypt. 

Franciscan Impressions: Catholic author, 
Sir Shane Leslie, writing in the London 
Tablet about his visit to California, says: 
“Both (Los Angeles and San Francisco) 
are racing each other for the future. Cali- 
fornia is streaked with Spanish Catholic 
terminology—every town and district grew 
up around a mission; the missions of the 
Franciscans founded by Father Juniper 
Serra. Their memory is a relief from the 
sordid artificiality of Hollywood, the 
scrambling crowds of immigrants, the end- 
less tearing up and rebuilding of houses, 
the mileages of used cars for sale, the in- 
terpenetration of thousands of new ones at 
full speed all day and most of the night, for 
the whole plain lies set during the dark 
hours like an immense riviere of electric- 
ally sparking diamonds, rubies, emeralds— 
mile upon mile as far as the horizon . . . 
Down in Carmel I reached the original 
mission of Father Juniper, with chapel and 
reredos restored together with his tomb 
. . . Hard by is the cell in which he was 
laid to die, so bare, so Christlike, so un- 
American. Churches and cathedrals, eccle- 
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siastics and all the religious Orders may 
follow to this land, but no one can take | 
from simple Father Juniper the title of 
Apostle of California.” e | 
Franciscans and the Holy Places: For | 
centuries the Franciscans have taken care 
of the holy shrines of Palestine and have, | 
often enough, shed their blood to protect ¢ 
those shrines. An example of the difficulty / 
1 


was noted some time back in the London 
Tablet after it was finally decided to do; 
somthing to restore the church of the Holy ; 
Sepulchre. Restoration is supposedly being 2 
carried on now. The church, built in the 
very place where Our Lord rose from the 
dead, ought clearly to be one of the most 
venerated shrines of Christendom, cherished 
and preserved more scrupulously than any 5 
other church in the world. Instead of © 
that it is in a state of wretched decay,” 
only saved from total collapse by strength- 
ening girders put in to support it by British / 
sappers in the time of the Palestine Man- 
date a quarter of a century ago. 

The restoration work now begun is by» 
no means all that is needed, but it is atv 
least a start. The delay has been due toi) 
the unrelenting jealousy of the variousi 
Christian communities that share thei 
church: and a more disedifying rivalry iti 
would be difficult to imagine. Typical of 
it is the way the Armenians have vetoed! 
the use of the church by the Latin Catho~ 
lics at the times required by the restored 
liturgy of Holy Week, on Maundy Thurs-) 
day, Good Friday and Holy Saturday, sas 
that the old times have to be used—and for 
no other reason than that the Armenians 
have never forgiven the Franciscan Custos 
for vetoing a hundred years ago a proposed: 
Armenian service on Good Friday whick) 
would have clashed with the long-estabi! 
lished Good Friday Via Cruscis of thd 
Franciscans, which ends on Calvary at thé 
third hour. The Armenians had then only 
lately been admitted to the church at alll 

Until just two hundred years ago 


original church of the Holy Sepulchr 
built by the Crusaders, was in the undis) 
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uted care of the Franciscans. Then in 
1757 the Greek Orthodox obtained permis- 
sion from the Sultan to share it, and their 
ights were confirmed after it had been 
urnt down and rebuilt early in the 19th 
century. In 1852, when the Russians were 
ullying the Turks, two years before the 
Crimean War began, other schismatic 
ilcommunions were also admitted to the 
church—the Armenians, the Copts, the 
Syrians. Today nothing can be done with- 
out the unanimous agreement of the Fran- 
ciscan Custos, the Greek Orthodox and 
the Armenians; and, as in the United 
Nations, the veto has a way of delaying 
everything endlessly. e 

Christmas Crib Sets—Do It Yourself: A 
Nativity “U-Build It Yourself” 14 piece 
cut-out set originated in Davenport, Iowa 
last year as a Community project headed 
up by Fr. Edward L. Lew, professor at St. 
mbrose College, Davenport, Iowa. The 
purpose is to make available to the Ameri- 
can home a Nativity Scene that the average 
amily can afford. The art work for the 
Set was done by Charles Howell of Hamp- 
ton, Illinois. It is produced and distrib- 
uted in Van Nuys, California. The figures 
are two-thirds life size and are in full 
color. They are glued to outdoor plywood 
by the individual, then cut out with a cop- 
ing saw, lacquered, and are ready for 
indoor or outdoor use. Either the basic 
et of seven figures or the complete set of 
14 figures may be ordered; $5.00 for the 
even, $10.00 for the 14. Order from: 
hristmas is Christ’s Birthday Committee, 
P.O. Box 2383, Van Nuys, California. @ 

Sunday Work Resolution: The Interna- 
ional Federation of Christian Trade 
Unions, at the conclusion of its thirteenth 
Congress held recently at Vevey, Switzer- 
fend published a statement in condemna- 
tion of the system of staggered working 
days that has developed in recent years in 
some factories of Western Germany. This 
system makes Sunday an ordinary working 
day for a proportion of the workers, who 
have their day of rest on some other day, 
and it has been repeatedly condemned by 
the German Bishops. In the U. S. efforts 
continue in various parts of the country 
to educate the public conscience to the 
sre-observance of Sunday as a day of rest. @ 
. TV Ideas Course was held at Catholic 
Radio Center, London early in July, to 
examine the Catholic role in TV so far, to 
look at the actual program opportunities 
available for religious broadcasters, and to 
consult together about possible future pro- 
grams. Program opportunities were dis- 
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cussed by Father Agnellus Andrew O.F.M., 
Catholic programing representative with 
B.B.C. e 

Holy Father Broadcasts to Contempla- 
tives: The Holy Father addressed three 
radio talks to contmplative nuns during the 
month of July. It is estimated that there 
are 3,200 convents to whom these papal 
broadcasts are addressed with about 80,000 
cloistered nuns. Of these convents 2,523 
with more than 63,000 are in Europe ; 555 
with 12,600 religious in America; 79 with 
1,700 religious in Asia; 24 with 535 reli- 
gious in Africa; and 12 with 257 religious 
in Australia. Besides, there are about 
730,000 in other active Orders and Con- 
gregations. The Poor Clare Franciscans 
have 657 convents with 14,014 nuns. The 
U. S. itself has 197 cloistered convents of 
nuns with 4,756 religious. 

The Pope made it clear in his broadcast 
that the contemplative life is not the ex- 
clusive pursuit of enclosed religious ; every- 
one was invited by Christ to religious con- 
templation, including those who live in the 
world, and even if they are married. There 
are some who privately observe the same 
principles of life as the religious, and fol- 
low the contemplative life “in an heroic 
manner” without joining a religious Order; 
the Church recognizes and approves such 
a private form of the contemplative life. 

Is this not what he had already said 
to the Tertiaries of Italy in July 1956 
when he stated that “the Third Order of 
St. Francis was born to satisfy this thirst 
for heroism among those who, though hav- 
ing to remain in the world, did not wish 
to be of the world. The Third Order, then, 
seeks souls who long for perfection in their 
own state. . Francis remembered . . 
that by iene themselves, all could be 
docile instruments in the hands of Christ. 

. . That strong dedication to him and to 
his wishes, that fulness and perfection of 
life in the light of the Gospel, can belong 
to all Christians, and in fact, has been the 
treasure of so many in every age.” e 

Keeping Balanced in Difficulty: In his 
talk to the cloistered nuns, the Holy Father 
came to grips with a real problem and by 
touching on it, put his finger on the solu- 
tion of many a spiritual problem in a much 
wider field. The complete clinging to God’s 
will and total dedication to him is, as our 
Lord suggested, a daily cross bearing— 
not an easy task. It is hard on human 
nature. It creates tensions. ‘‘Generous de- 
votion,’ says the Holy Father, ‘“‘does not 
exclude a constant tension and strain, a 
continuous struggle with painfully borne 
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obligations which one would reject if one 
could.” God may allow such a testing to 
continue for some time in order to purify 
a soul; but sometimes it ends in collapse, 
whether interior or exterior. A normal nun, 
not suffering from neurosis or psychosis, 
can prevent such a collapse through “a 
constant, untiringly reiterated and joyful 
acceptance of daily life.” “This is the in- 
destructible optimism, not at all exalted 
but tranquil and firm, of Our Lord, who 
said, ‘I am not alone, because the Father 
is with Me.’” On the other hand, the 
Holy Father continued, it is important not 
to “drift into narrowness of mind and 
heart” by setting too much store by prac- 
tical rules and forgetting spiritual progress. 
He quoted the words of Our Lord, that the 
Sabbath was made for man not man for 
the Sabbath, remarking “One can say in 
a general way that the law is made for 
man and not man for the law.” e 

No Apparitions at Maratta Alta: The 
diocesan Curia at Terni, Italy (in the 
Umbrian valley near Assisi) published a 
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division. He stated that its purpose, 
tentatively, would be: to study meth- 
ods and programs for the psycholog- 
ical evaluation of male candidates to 
the various provinces within the Fran- 
ciscan Order in the United States; to 
examine the role of psychology and 
religion; to promote research and 
literary contributions in psychology by 
Franciscans; and to act as a clearing- 
house of information on psychological 
activities of Franciscan educators 
throughout the world. 

Rev. Brother Philip Harris OSF, 
Director of Student Personnel Services 
at St. Francis College, Brooklyn, was 
chosen Secretary of the groups. 
Brother Philip OSF, was also elected 
Commissary of the FEC, in which 
office he will help “keep alive, acti- 
vate and promote the policies and 
program of the FEC.” 

Among the Resolutions passed at 
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statement in July to say that it had care- 
fully investigated the reports that two chil- 
dren, Gino Armadori and Paolo Piazza, 
aged eleven and nine, had seen repeated 
visions of Our Lady at Maratta Alta, 
near Terni, and had found the events in 
question to have “absolutely no connection 
with any extraordinary intervention of God 
or of the Holy Virgin” and to be “ab- 
solutely without any prodigious character 
of divine origin.” eo 


Same Burial for All: Some French 
Bishops have recently given directions that 
no distinctions must be expressed at fun- 
erals, and that the poor must be given 
funerals equal in dignity and solemnity to 
those given to the rich. In other words, 
no solemn high mass for some and low 
mass for others. Christian burial rites, 
said the bishops, are not social rites or 
events, but ceremonies that require an 
atmosphere of sincere piety. Such regu- 
lations have already been followed in 
various places in Europe. e 


the final session of the FEC was a 
proposal that Psychological Science be: 
added to the philosophical study of: 
man in Franciscan Clerical Training; 
Programs. 

Present at one of the sessions of the 
three-day convention, was the Very: 
Rey. Thomas Plassmann OFM, Rec- 
tor of Christ the King Seminary, 
founding president and head of the 
FEC from 1919 to 1947. 


Re-eleced as officers of the Francis- 
can Educational Conference were 
president, Rev. Maurice Grajewski 
OFM, St. Francis College, Burling 
ton, Wisc.; vice-president, Rev. Aidar 
M. Carr OFM Cony., St. Anthony or 
the Hudson Seminary, Rensselaer, N! 
Y.; secretary, Rev. Sebastian Miklas 
OFM Cap., Capuchin College, Wash! 
ington, D. C.; and treasurer, Revi 
Irenaeus Herscher OFM, St. Bonai 
venture University, St. Bonaventure} 
Ne Xe « 
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CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 
OCTOBER 


Guardian Angels 
St. Francis 


St. Mary Frances V. 3 Or. All Souls of 
the Order—Cap. (Conv. Nov. 3, Fran. 
Mec) Cl.O:R. Dec 2.) 


Sts. Daniel & Comp. M. 1 Or. 


st. Seraphin C. 1 Or.—T.O.R. (rest, 
ct: 13.) 


St. Seraphin C. 1 Or. 
St. Peter of Alcantara C. 1 Or. 


| Feast of Christ the King. Bl. Bonaven- 
ture of Potenza C. 1 Or. 


Bl. Angelo of Acri C. 1 Or. 


hat are you planning 

to do with your life? 
Our new community dedicated to OUR 
ADY serves the very poor. Interested? 


For information write: House of Charity 
26 E. Hennepin Ave. E. 519 Third Ave. 
Mpls. 1 Minn. or Spokane, Washington 


Convent, 
Illinois. 


YOUNG GIRLS, have you completed the 
eighth grade and desire to become a Sister? 
Come to our eRe SCHOOL and 
be one of our FUTUR 
SISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION while you are acquiring 
your high school credits. 
Mother General, St. 
1000- 30th Street, 


Mary of the Angels 


@bituaries 


Sister M. Calixta Kuczynska (Rochester, 
Minn.) 
Fr. Cornelius Henninger O.F.M. (5) 


Aguilar, Colorado: Mary Castor—Cleve- 
land, O. Elizabeth Meade, Lillian McNally, 
Catherine Casey. Chicago: Thomas O’Don- 
nell — Detroit: Fred Tefend, Catherine 
Naughton—Dorchester, Mass.: Ellen Rey- 
nolds — Louisville: Albert O. Cureton— 
Milwaukee: Catherine Polzer — Paterson, 
N. J.: Mrs. Ralph Gambetese—Pipestone, 
Minn.: Mrs. John Maker—St. Louis: Mary 
Repetto, Alice Carroll, Mary Albrecht — 
Waterloo: Elizabeth Budke. 


FRANCISCAN 


Write: Reverend 


Rock Island, 


ROYAL JELLY 


ROYAL JELLY CAPSULES. Month’s 
Supply; regular $9.00 value, special 
$5.95. 90 day supply, special $14.85. 
“Api-Vitalex” - Dept. FH-9, Box 6674, 
Dallas 19, Texas. 
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RICHES AND THE SPIRIT 3 
by Stephane J. Piat O.F.M. a 


Father Piat has brought Christ's teaching on poverty and money and wealth inte 
focus in this book, and he has cerefully attuned the ears of the readers’ souls fo 
the message on money, difficult or realization, however accustomed our ears may 
be to the sound of the message itself. A book to awaken the bourgeois soul who 
finds wealth and blessing reciprocal rewards. $3.5 


THe Mystery oF LOVE FOR THE SINGLE 
by Dominic Unger O.F.M.Cap. Ph.D. 


We have been used to thinking of ‘‘states of life’? as roughly divided into martiec 
and religious. This book is the first full length treatment of the single, dedicated 
state as distinctive and in keeping with the Church’s tradition and teachings 
especially of our present Holy Father. A much needed book. Ready $3.7! 


THe Marrow oF THE GOSPEL 
by Cajetan Esser O.F.M., Lothar Hardig O.F.M.; translated 
from the German and adapted by Ignatius Brady O.F.M. Ph.D. 


A thorough explanation of the history and spirit of the Rule of St. Francis of Assis 
which has been referred to by Pope Leo XIII as ‘The Marrow of the Gospel.” The 
explanation is less caonical than ascetical. Ready September $5.0) 


Firry ANIMAL STORIES 
by Raphael Brown 


From the earliest sources for the life of St. Francis, Mr. Brown has drawn fiff 
stories of St. Francis’ dealings with animals. Most of these are published for th 
first time in English. Charming vignettes that have endeared St. Francis to millions 
Ilustrated. Ready November $2.5 


EcHOoEs oF AssIsI 
by Liam Brophy Ph.D. 


Dr. Liam Brophy is a graduate of Louvain University who has written for foreig 
and American periodicals for several years. This is a collection of some of hi 
essays which deal with modern problems applying the ideals of St. Francis fe 
their solution. He has a penetrating grasp of history, philosophy and theology 
and his devotion to the Franciscan school of thought make this book both scholar! 
and eminently practical. Ready December $3.5 


HERALDS OF THE KING 
by Marion A. H, Habig O.F.M. 


Heralds of the King commemorates the centennial of Sacred Heart Province of th 
Order of Friars Minor whose territory is the Mississippi Valley. It is a monument 
work of over 1,100 pages, fully documented, 64 pages of pictures, appendic 
ane index, A valuable contribution to the history of the Catholic Church in Americ 


$16. 


Write For Complete Catalog 


